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Me Princes rule, and Nobles," even ail ih Judges 
of the Earth. . * KY 4h 
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Loma adi mini hapetartiioawalid Lt 1 
{HESE; are the Words of God, or the Di 
vine Logos or Wiſdom. of the Father. By me 
© ' Kings reign, de. This may be underſtood, 
either abſolutely, that they have their Pow- 
er and Dominion from God, by his Ordi- 
nation or Providence; or that they have their Skill 
and Ability to xęign juſtly and wiſely, from that Aſ- 
ſiſtance and Wildom, which they receive from him; 
whereby they are enabled to . decree righteous a 
good Decrees, for the maintaining of Juſtice and Or- 
der among Men; which. without God's all-wiſe Di- 
tion and Help, they could not do. It may be un- 
bloed in boch wels Senſes, and jn both i ere 
7% A Þ | | 


1 
And fol ſhall take an Occaſion to ae of both; 
the former; 4 then at it, as Ocs 


In the former Senſe, the Pr e Ade That che 
Power, and Dominion, overnment, that Men 
have in the World, whereby they rule over rn 

of God, or by his Ordination or 2 be Kei Sul ta- 


ble, #here to is NN rl Sole, N. . 
18.1 10 of Go the P | 
pF wy 1 F God. 150 thus Dan. 4.5 [Gs 


High ruleth in the Kippur Men, and giveth it to 
ke. 9 — be will. A 

f But now, 1 Pet. 2.73. It is called there the Ordi. 
! ; _ Au; W ich, 13. a. H. the Ordi. 
| God. 800 t at it feems, that and Go- 
* vernours in ſome reſpect are the Ordinance 1 God, and 
| ._ 1 ſome re reſpect they are the Ordinance o ba 
"l how can th „ by, DIL: 


— — IFC r 


he Cagodey ſtar and lering ofthis Mane £ 
or the right ſtating 
may be proper to confder, 


I. Government in General. - 
II. The ſeveral Kinds and Forms of Government. | 
HII. The Powers and Duties of Governours under 
the ſeveral Forms. . 
IV. The Perſons inveſted with Power 3nd Gora , 
= nents and the Ground and Reaſon of their Inve- 
| cu e. —2 
V. The Act and Exerciſe of Government by thoſs 
\ Perſons. In ſpeaking to all which, I ſhall direc 
my Diſcourſe againſt ſome Notiohs and Opinions 
that have prevailed among ſome, 


Andin conſidering and treating, of all theſe things, 
it will be proper to diſtinguiſh between Mediate ande 
"Immediate C dination 3 and between * 0 

Rp. 


f An ff -0 4 | | 
tion, Permiſſion, and Provide 
a ere may be be vacation w apply them to the rent 


I. E Ab & whe laid down, as 1 hot ce 
That e u Gedils of 8 by his Inme 47 
ate Ordination and Ap Becauſd it is the 
Ans of d Las — Ty ri t' Reaſon, 
which is Immediately from God, and ſo öf the Seri 
ture alſo. For right Reaſon dictates chat there muft 
needs be Government, for” the maintaining of Order 
and A= — Socks when they are combined and 
together ;' Becauſe no Society can 
Edt love without it; bo but all would be in Confaſj- 
on, conſidering the Sins and Pafſions, and Luſt of 
Men, and their ſeveral Apprehenfions and = 
= are apt to incline them ſeveral ways, 
Fut foment and nts Diſeotds and xd Divifipns e 
7 them; ſo that there could be no Peace or curly 
oe of there were not ſome Power and Au to dcter- 
= r — . to Union and . Ar as 
289 em in eontrary to the Rules H 
ice and Righteoulne, in their Dealings one \ * 
angther. 5 
Nan is a Political Creature, and made for Society, 
a and may box helpful to thôſe of his own kind, 85 
* bove all other Creatures: but yet withal is a 23 chan 
| very ſelfiſh,” and full of diſtorted Paſſions an 9 
. tites, which are very various in Men; and eve 
wo be for his on Intereſt, and in purſuing the fame 
hoſo would be a LN be * turbulent and violent, if he 
5 ie were not! kept within bounds, and un- 
ons der Rule: Tens where there is Soclety, there 
mom muſt be Government to reſtrain them from: njuries 
and Violences to one another, which they are fo prone 
Frag $ and to make 7 eful and ee to 


e and 9! - a | 7 . . b » 23> © 
tion, _. 8 Op 4 And 


3 An Aſſixe : Sermꝶm. 
And thus Moſes expreſly required of the Jews by 
God's Appointment, to ſet up Magiſtrates among 
them, Deut. 16. 18. And God gave them diverſe Poli- 
tical Laws by the hand of Aoſes, to be a Rule of. Go- 
vernment to them, and raiſed them up Fudges from 
time to time for the ſame Purpoſ GG.. 
And it is impoſſible, but that abundance of Miſ- 
chief and Confuſion muſt neceſſary enſue, where 
there is want of ſuch. 43 1537 0 1 6148 208 
The Uſe of which is to correct thoſe; Anarchical 
Principles of ſome, that would have all Men left to 
themſelves, in a meer natural Liberty, without any 
Reſtraint or Confinement in this State, of Ignorance, 
Luft and Sin: Government in general then is of God, 
and is his immediate Ordinance and Appointment. |. 
II. But now to conſider the ſeveral Forms and Kinds 
of Government; which are well known, and diſtin- 
guiſn d. When either the Government is in the hands 
of a ſingle Perſon, or of ſome choſen Perſons to whom 
it iseſpecially committed; or in the body of the Peo- 
ple, who all together determine and manage things, 
Or elſe it may be partly in one, and partly in ano- 
ther ; ſo that the Powers of Government may be di- 
vided, and ſome ſingle Perſon have one or more of 
thoſe Powers: A Senate have others; and ſome left 
in the hands of the People. 2114 S704 
And u here there is a ſingle Perſon or Senate, either 
they may be limited by fixt Laws, which are to be the 
common Rule, according to which they are to act in 
all things; and are the Boundary both of their Go- 
vernment and the Subjects Obedience. Or they may 
be left to their yu Arbitrary Wills, within no other 
Bounds, but of the Law of Nature it ſelf, which on- 
ly determines ſome general things, and leaves the Par- 
ticulars to following prudential Determinations, - | 
And they may be either for a certain term of 'Time, 
or for Life: And that either of thoſe, who are in the 
. FR . preſent 


2 
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by reſent Poſſeffion of Power, or of their Deſcendants 
Ha Now none of theſe particular Forms are of God's is. 
30- ediate Ordination; nor have we any Rules given by 
dm Wim to ſpecify or determine the ſame, either in Rea- 
dn or Scripture. - But all Forms of this Nature ate a- 
liſ- Wke indifferent in reſpe& of any Divine Command to 
ere ¶etermine them one way or other; tho one may be 
Pore conveniently. and wiſely choſen than another 
ical Way be; and fo they are left to the prudent Determi- 
p'to Nation and Choice of Men, as Circumſtances ſhall in- 


line. So that there is no more a Ju Divinum in one 
an another; but every particular Form or Species of 
overhment is «r3gwriry Vici, an humane Ordinance 
mediately, and nota divine ; an humane Creature, 


ra Creature of Man's making, moulded or faſhion- 
tin- Id into ſuch Form or Shape by Man. 
and The Jewiſh Government was a Theocracy originally, 
hom Wy God's own Inſtitution : And God himfelf was their 


dee: Ming, who gave out his Oracular Directions to them 
ngs. the High Prieſt, by the Urim and Thummim. And 
ano- Ie Sanbedrim or Seventy Elders, which were to be 
e di-: oſen out of the ſeveral Tribes by God's Appoint- 
e offent, Numb. 11. 16. were the immediate Adminiſtra- 
> left {rs under him; together with the Judges, whom 


od called and raiſed up upon ſome extraordin 
fions. This only was that Form of Civil Go- 
rnment, which had God's immediate Inſtitution; 
xe Paternal Government of Particular Families being 
r other Ends and Purpoſes. And thus the Matter 
dod with that People, till they being taken with the 
randeur and Power of the 8 Princes, de- 
anded à King in the time of Samuel, like one of 
Par- em, who ſhould: be inveſted with abſolute and un- 
Pntroulable Power; 1 Sam. 8. But this was ſo far 
Time, om being God's Original Inſtitution, that it was a 
in therm of their own Election only; which God ſhewed 
reſent | his 


} * 
* 


eo tn Aae Sermon, 

his extreme Diſlike of; not only becauſe they call of 
him from being their — 4 alſo becauſe of 
many Hardſhips and Inconveniencies they mult ex 
& to meet with under ſuch a Form of Governmez 
 Jome of which are there repreſented to them dy db 
Prophet, which God would not have had them expe 
ſed unto. Princes, like other Men, being often ful 
ject to intemperate Paſhians ; and ſuck a Power: whe 
it is committed to them without any Limitgtion.g 
Reſtraint, oy, heap liable to be often abuſe 
by them. But they were ſo peremptory 1 
this Matter, and becauſe nothing elſe would ſatis 
them, God was pleaſed to comply with their Deſire 
and then appointed the Perſon who ſhould rule ove 
them, who thereupon became God's Ordinance 
them. For if Men will needs chooſe ſuch a partic 
lar Form, or any other, as inconvenient as it may be 
when that particular Form is once conſtituted ar ſet 
tled by common Agreement, it then becomes God. 


Ordinance mediately, by tlie Mediation of um thi 
AR, as any other would be, and no otherwiſe. Fall: © 
becauſe Government in General is of God; and Gy o 
yernment in genere cannot have Exiſtence (tor Uniuꝗ chi; 
ſalia non attu exiſtunt in re) therefore when that pan orld 
cular Form is once ſettled and agreed upon by humaſſſht 


Prudence and Will, tho it hath not God's immedi 
Appointment, yet — it becomes God's Qrdinant 
too. And ſo as the Apoſtle tells us, Al the Powers tl 
Fre, are ordained of God, Rom. 13. 1. And ſo the! 
man Emperors. at that time (whom he hath then 
particular Reſpect unto) were God's Qrdinana 


when they were choſen by their Armies, or ele 1 
and confirmed by the Senate, and had the Peopf III.] 
Conſent thereunto; as any other Form would Mhom 
that is publickly agreed upon, and no otherw if! 


there being no immediate Direction from God, cf 
| cerning this Matter; Rut if there be any Differen ich 


gp 


Av ee ee CT] 
* abſolute and unlimited Monarchy, we: ce, 
d the moſt immediate and particular 
nt from him; tho upon the Peoples Choice and 
nportunity he complied therewith 
ol: when any Form or Conſtitution 0 
God's Ordinance to Men; 
och then engage all particular Perſons, that are che 
bjects of ſuch Government, to acquielce in, and 
nic thereunto; till it comes by the ſame or like 
pwer that made it, for ſome juſt Reaſons to he any- 
iſe altered or unmade again: And #0t to meddle with 
ſe that are given to change, who have — a 
ed in them alone, to make ſuch Change: Tho by 
mon' Conſent, any particular Defectz may be ar 
ended, or Alterations made, as ſhall be moſt ſubſer- 
Wer t to the promoting of the common Good ; which 
80 the ſuproms Lex, according to which all things in 
Je Caſes are to be Jetermin's. But tomake Chan- 
out of a meer Fickleneſs of Humour, or Wearineſs 
things; or for particular Perſons to do it, without 
- * of the States, and from an ——— 
— ſome tolerable Defects, which will always be, 
W this imperfe& State of things, more or leſs in — 
World, would tend to the fame Confuſion, as down- 
ght Anarchy it ſelf. And this would be unreaſona- 
—— y under ſuch 2 Government as 
;-wherein Prince, and Nobles, and People have 
their ſeveral Shares for promoting of the common 
doll; and whileſt it ſo continueth (which God grant 
may ever do) neither abſolute or Arbitrary Sway, 
r Rout or Fury, will be able to find a+ 
oom here. 
III. No for the N and Rights of Governours, to 
om a Government is committed, theſe are alſo i in 
if | " ; only ie by God, and are his Ordinance, as 
As ani _ parts of all Government, 
rom God. As are alſo _ 
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Duties of all other Relations among Men; the chit 1 
Strokes and main Lines of all . are dran! ah 
mediately by God himſelf. lic 

And here it is plain and certain in the Firſt plac 
that God never gave any Man Authority to com 
any Wrong, to kill or deſtroy the Innocent, or tox 
any unjuſt thing, or to ſerve his own: Pride, Lufſt* 
Grandeur, to t e apparent Detriment, or Miſchief 
the Common-weal, as if God made Thouſands Miou 
Millions of Men only for his fake. None of this walſhd + 
or ever can be God's Ordinance, in any Governme * 
whatſoever; but isabhorred by him. For the right, 

Lord Ioveth Righteouſneſs, and 2 Countenance doth: bebt! 
the Upright; but the Wicked, and him er loveth Vio Py f 
bis Soul bateth, Pſal. 11. 5, 7. Ie 

But the Power that God hath. given ! met 
the Exerciſe of which is enjoined to them, as the N 
Dvty, is to doJudgment and Juſtice, and to — 17 
der and Peace among them, to vindicate the Oppr And 
ſed, and to revenge und execute Wrath upon bim tht d bu, 
Evil, and thereby to be a Terror to evil Works; and re 1 
be Miniſters of God for God unto all in their ſeveral S n Pu 
tions and Places, Rom. 13. 3, 4. And ſuch were Aſeſ e an 
Directions to the Judges and re of the cht t 
Deut. x. 16, 17. 10 A 

And now in order to the doing of all this, and i 
the right Government of any People, it is neceſſary 
the very Nature of the thing, that they muſt be im / Hr 
ſted with ſome particular Power:; without which pub 
fypreme Authority and Power cannot. be exerciſed irs n 

oſe Ends. As there muſt be a Power in them * 
according to the Differences of Places and Circumita en L 

ces, as may be moſt behovefut for the Good of ¶MRelig 
— — any and of particular Men alſo, as t 
as may be conſiſtent therewith. Tho in this Cake pon 
impo {lible, but that in ſome things Mens natural Rigi to o 


In 
ef 
en 
1 


k ar 


_ making Laws, and determining the Rights of Me 


FEA 13 
x Liberties:muſt in ſome meaſure be reſtrained, and, 
phe to · be ſo for the common. Good]; the 252 of 
uch yet will be made up by che greater Good they 
> in well ⸗ ordered Government. 21 e 
And farther, in arder to 2 — Government,.ic i is 
eſſary — and Penalties be annext to Laws, 
enforce the Obſervance of them, contrary to the 
pt und violent Inclinations of unpeaceable and in- 
ious Men, that are a . to diſquiet and diſturb others. 
ad chat thoſe Penal be propenioned to fte 
of) Crimes, and the Damages that do enſus 1 
n and upòn the Miolation of ſuch holſom 9 5 
— Perſozis may be moſt een! — 
witich- Vidartions;'/ And in caſe of very | 
or ſuch hsare of a very miſchievous > 8 ar 
nhl en rags of the —.— 42 1 
9, je is neceſſary, Cages Fun 
; ould berconſtituted and appointed. 18 
5pre 100 for the bearing and e n ba of che Cho Charges 
it is nt ome way or other 
re muſt be an — made out of the 155 
q Purſes, and Rerenues that Men have, ad 
e and Taxes ſomeuway or other N 


| SIE 8 


And there muſt needs be + Courk ak 
Gary NK and 1 — 7 to chat end Haß 


ns Perſons, 5 — Liberties and Properties, as 
iy be moſt be behoveful for che Security of the publick 
Reli only is: a thing of that peculiar Nature, 
Religion EEE — So that there is no Pow- 
pon Earth, that can or ought by enforcing Penal- 
540 b oblige 2 Man toalſſent to ſuch Doctrine: or O- 

pinzons, 


fle way, 8s Bet ſatisfy 
would boy 0 — to ſih anch th violate 


der N Own imIeAli nc Juxiſdictiom . Hut as far. 


Ang eh thoſe ents form prince Power Tb 0 


And 755 the ervation of theni becomes the 
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locke, i fee ch the Saarimnts of e 
Fa or to —— | 
d i; th 


ſeience, Wich in that reſpect God tiath-referved: n 


thtol& otlier things mentioned, ernte Dine 
Reaſdn, and ard Le Ordinance God in g 
le are te that are a} 
— an Proſervitioa — 

And there 8 this Uſe 60 made &, 
en ſhould leartv to be ch. with thai 
Ref chen Liberty — 


niitred,” ro rivate-and perſonal 4 
Advantage N | as 
infinktel Ma 
Rights. Tho mot Parſons © are 
they ers nor how th Pack or falls; 05 


Fr [ode ot be Lee in th Peefoa kd 


a — ſurd/is to be regarded-far before 1 | 
Jas Mm or elſe to what end do Men enter into 
ciety, 11 every one muſt ſeek only his own thin 
| own Intereſt: So that Powers m 
2 be allowed to Governours; and God. 
Neue require that they ſhould be ſo 
But now for the Particular Forms ot Modes of 1 
Adniiniftration of theſe chings, and particular Offi 
of che ſame. Thels are hamane Ordnance irmmedia 
„ And are ſettled by Man; but by God's ones 
on, when __ are drawn from the commo 
of Juſtice and Equity, and are agreeable — 


i! 
1 


E ne Conſcience fake, by virtue of Gf 
gn which requires a Subjection to Gon | 


noutsIn al kavflchings ; ; when Particulariate dro 
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76 f — 
whom he will his Vice-gerents upon Earth, by d. 
gating part of his own Authority to them. Nes 
Farr The other way is by the original: or 
3 Compat# or Contract with i that are W 
ge by! him. For whenſoever an are thus che 
or agreed upon, or ſet part for ich Pref _— 
Government they thereby come to have a 
and Title to others Obedience, which they may c a 
by virtue of chat! — or Contract that is mad 
with them. ag vo — all Perſons are under 
Obligation by fidem ſervare, to keep theit Fait 
given, and to make good 'their Contrads, :therefc 

— as Are by — — and Confary 
vanced to Authority or Sove over others, an 
Gods Ordinanee likewiſe, by Gan, of that Conſent 
tho they nad not God expreſs immediate D gn 35 
on or Nomination thereunto. And thus the Roman En 
— as hath been ſaid, were ordained by God, w 

re the Por then in being, when the Azoftle rot 
His Epiſtle to the Romant ; tho they were choſen bi 
dle Roma Armies or Senate, or were confirmed there 
by, and the People conſented thereunto; ' 8 
thereby it appears, that it is not neceſſary to 
any Prince or Potentate, God's Ordinance; that 
Gat: be expreſly 'and immediately women! 
But this Mediate Appointment of him thereun 
the Conſent of the People, is {iifficient. And 
Contract or Conſent & he: People, by So\ 
reign hath therefore a rightful Dominion | 
For tho ſuch * 72 an Ordinance of Men immedi 
ly; (as he is calle "mw St. Peter): yet he is God's Oft 
Mel too —— "bar $ Determination, by Virue® 
ediation of their Appointment. 4 £35 
Aud by thisway alowe all Civil Power and AtrhoWeſt T 
ty among Men now is conveyed. © For no Man tx ud 
naturally a Power or Right of Civil Government o. a B 


another. For the Law or Lighe' of Nature h in 


5 An Aſſeze-Sormin. 4 
are the Right of Civil Government among Men, 
ompoſed of innumerable diſtinct Families. Nor hath 
122 determined any ſuch Matter; wherein 
e have no Appointment made, no preſcribed Deter - 
ination of 92 to govern in all, or any 
ne of all the Nations of the Earth, nor any Chara- 
ters deſcribed, whereby we may judge of God's 
ind or Will therein, who hath left ſuch Conſtituti- 
2 to human Prudence or Agreement, tho under his 
wn Providential - over-ruling the -Counſels of Men. 
e have no where here the Right of Primogeniture ſet- 
Ned as the ſtanding Model and Method of Govern- 
ent, either by Command or conſtant Example. 
Were is no Lineal Succeſſion of the Males of the Eldeſt 
Wouſe preſcribed ; who may oftentimes be the worſt 
Men, and moſt unfit for the Ends of Government. 
ut we often find the quite contrary in God's Ordina- 
Won of theſe things 4 as if he did on Kae den 
zreby to thwart ſuch a miſchievous Notion ; as if 
iſdom and Goodneſs, ſo neceſſary for Government, 
ere always entail'd upon the Lineal Succeſſion of the 

Wit born es of a Family. We find, very often 
id, that theſe have been rejected by God, when he 
th ſnewed his more eſpecial Reſpect to others, in 
is and divers other Inſtances. he did to Sbem, 
e youngeſt of Noab's Houſe, who was after the 
ood the Parent of all Mankind. And fo to Abrabam 
erwards, the youngeſt of Terab's. And thus Eſau 
vs excluded, and Jacob his younger Brother choſen. 
| when he afterwards called and appointed Judges 
ay judge his People 1/racl, and to ſave them from their 
-.-\Wemies, we find not one choſen out of Reuben, the 
rhef eſt Tribe. | Ps 
bund when: the People would needs have a King, 

ur a Benjamite of the goungeſt Tribe was choſen by 
in his Father's Li 5 to be their firſt Dos. 

" | ol 


18 A Aſſrne-Sermon. = 
And then David of the Tribe of Fudah, and the your 
gel of his Father's Sons 4 who alſo paſt by his eldef 
Son Adonijab, and left the Kingdom to Salomon, b 
God's Direction by the Prophet Nathan, So thy 
Here was no oe Judge or King that deſcended fron 
the Elder Houſe, to favour the Patriartbal Scheme 
which there hath been made, in this laſt Age, { 
much ſtir about; no Lineal Szcceſſion appointed of th 


- firſt born Males. Nor would one have wiſh'd for ¶ de 
ny ſuch thing: For where then had been our glorioi i to 
Queens, to whom this Nation hath been ſo much in ye; 
debted, for their wiſe and noble Goy ts? An wh 
where had been ſome of our btaveſt Pricfces? But will | 
ee there: hath been no ſuch. thing determined by Al teo 

mighey God. OT 1s 30 ogg 
And this having not been done, there can be nl Th, 
other way, by which any Family or Perſon can han ple: 
A riglit of Sovereignty or Dominion over others; bil ther 
either by God's immediate Interpoſitiun from Haven to d 
declaring whom he will have to be his Vicegeren wit 
upon Earth, which we ſee is not done; Or by a te becc 


tuin Compact or Contract, either originally, or the 
adtnullj made among themſelves, which when th 
have made, they are obliged to ſtand to; by God 
laying that as an Obligation upon Conſcience to ket 
their Faith given; and fo ſuch Powers conſented 
then, and that way alone, become God's Ordinance 
Tho the Divine Providence diſpoſeth the Wills ar 
Inclinations of Men to pitch upon ſuch a Perſon 
Family for Government, yet ſuch Right of Gover! 
ment is founded only in Conſent among Men, tt 
Men are enclined to that Conſent by God. 

Skill and Ability to govern, may diſpoſe and 
Men for Government; but the greateſt Wiſdom, P: 
or Skill, cannot give a Man a Rigöt to govern ott 
without their Conſent. = 


Ne 
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Nor ean any rightful Government be founded in 
Force, whileſt that Force continueth, and it be not 
brought to end in Conſent. For whileſt there is the 
Continuance of Force, it is rather a State of War, than 
of Civil Government, unlefs Conſent doth conclude 
9 be founded upon Right juſt 

the Force Right, as upon ju 

Conqueſt, for juſt and right Reaſons, "that Force in- 


or i deed may lay an Obligation upon Perſons to conſent 
roo to ſuch Government. But tis Conſent it ſelf that gi- 
h il veth a Right to Government, and not the Force 
An which obliged to that Conſent, 
ut will If the Force be unrigbteaus or unjuſt, as in an unrigh- 
y All teous and unjuſt War or Conqueſt, it gives no Right 


at all to any thing: For Nullum jus fundatur in Injurid. 
| — who are under ſuch Force, may conſent if they 
pleaſe; and they may be oblig d to it in Prudence to 
themſelves ; but no ſuch unjuſt Conqueror hath right 
to demand it. But when they have entred into Compact 
ren with him, and given their Conſent, then ſuch Prince 
becomes God's Ordinance too ; and they are obliged 
eo render Obedience according to the Terms agreed. 
But ftill it is Conſent that giveth the rightful Power of 
overnment, and not Force, which only occaſion 
enr. N | 3: i>'s 
And it is the ſame, on the contrary, as to all Bene- 
ations and Deliverances, beſtowed upon, or wrought 
or a People by any. Such Benefactions and Delive- 
ances do oblige a People to Gratitude and Reſpect to 
heſe Perſons from whom they received the fame. 
ad many times they may juſtly incline them to re- 
Wizn themſelves to their Government, who have been 
he Inſtruments thereof. But they never give any 
uch Perſons Right to demand the Government over 
uch a People; nor have they a Right to govern meer* 
y by virtue of ſuch Deliverances wrought, without a 
onſent granted on their Part to his Government. 
2 5 


A 


i Sdechat it is Conſent or Contract now that is only the 
Foundation: of alt rightful Government. 
But hers it is to be noted, that ſuch Conſent once 
given, and Agreement made, is ſuppoſed to continue 
in this Caſe from Generation to Generation ; and is 
not confined to thoſe very Perſons that firſt conſented 
Md made the Agreement. For the People of a Nati- 
on combined in Society, are look d upon in the Ages 
paſt, ꝓreſent, and to come, to be but, as it were, 'one 
Ferſon. And Acts and Obligations thence ariſing, of 
one Age, are not only to be eſteemed the —— 
Acts and Obligations of thoſe then living, but like- 
wiſe of thoſe that follow after too; and therefore are 
not to be reſcinded, or diſſolved, but in the ſame 
way, or for the ſame Cauſe, as other Obligations are, 
or uſe to be in other Caſes. As among many other 
Vays, by the Remiſſon of that, which was the Matter 
of the Obligation, by the Party concerned. Which 
28 done, either expreſly, by a Reſignation of his 
ight in expreſs Terms; or tacitly, by a ſilent Ne- 
glect or Abdication of it. So likewiſe may an Obliga- 
tion be: diſſolved, by the other Party's not performing 
of,- or acting downright —— the Conditions, 
or to the pacta conventa, upon which the Obligation 
was founded. Or when there is a Change of chat 
State or Relation, which was the Ground of the 
Obligation; for the Fundamentam of the Obligation 
ceaſing, which was the Kelation it ſelf, ſo doth rhere- 
fore the Obligation ceaſe of courſe, which was found- 
_ ed: upon that Relation. I need nor apply this Diſ- 
eourſe to particular Inſtances, which I doubt not you 
do of. your. ſelves, in Caſes that have very near 
concerned us. But unleſs it be in ſome ſuch Caſes, 
which are a juſt Ground for the diffolving thereof, the 


Obligation is firm, and muſt continue ſtill. And 


therefore the Obligation of the Children of 1/rael to 


the Gibeonites continu'd to their Poſterity for hundred re 1 
0 


* 
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he of Years after; the Gibeonites having given nav iuſti 
Cauſe for the diſſolving thereof! 1 i be 
ce And thus the Obligation of Laws and Statutes conti 
we nues, that were made in the time of our Fore-Farhers, 
1 is I till for ſome new or emergent Cauſes they are repeal; 
ted ed by the like Power that firſt: made them, or by the 
iti- Wl Conſent of all the States are generally neglected, fon 
ges the Uſeleſſneſs of them. And there is nothing more 
one common, than for Parents, by their on Adee 
of Wl oblige their Children as well as themſelves; till ſome 
nal Wl new or unforeſeen Cauſe or Cauſes happen, chat may 
ke- Wl lay a juſt Foundation for the diſſolxing of ſuch Obli- 
gation; which it is to be * if the Parents 
ame themſelves could have had a View or Foreſight of, py 
are, Ml themſelves would have remitted to their Poſterity ſuch 
ther Obligation. „ D oh in 1 
tter Ml And tho there ſhould. have been an Oath given and 
nich ¶ taken for the Confirmation thereof, yet that doth not 
f his alter the Caſe, ;: for the Oath being only vinculum ac+ 
Ne- caſſerium to ſuch an Obligation, by an Appeal to God 
liga - for making good thereof, and not containing in it a 
ning ind Obligation; then upon Suppoſition of the Diſ- 
ons, ſolution of the Obligation, upon any of the aforeſaid 
tion Accounts, as the Obligation it ſelf ceaſeth in ſuch Ca · 
that ſes, ſo doth the Oath itſelf (which was only an Acceſ- 
* the ſary Obligation for the confirming of the other) ceaſe 
ion of courſe, and is diſſolved wich it alſo. Which if 
gere- ſome, I believe, of very honeſt Minds, had well con- 
und-Mſider'd, they would not have embarraſsd themletves 
i- wich ſuch Difficulties, with reſpect to ſome Oaths, as 
they have done; when they have been clear upon o- 
ther Accounts, about the ceaſing of ſome Obligations, 
vad not ſuch Oaths, which were neceſſary co thoſe 
Obligations, given them ſo much Trouble about it. 
V. I now come, in the laſt place, to conſider the 
@ and Exerciſe of Government in thoſe Perſons that 
ae inveſted with it · * here we muſt * 
| 3 


between a juſt and righteous Adminiſtration thereof) 
and tbat which is not 10 ; 993 the Deter 
mination muſt be made in this Caſe. d here, 
f. 1 ſhall ſpeak of that Exerciſe and Adminiſtrattꝶ 
on of Government, which is wrongful and injurious; 
and Tyrannical. This unjuſt and unrighteous Ad- 
miniftration is of God too by his Permi ſſon, or Proui- 
dential Diſpoſe, as all the worſt things are that befal the 
World : For bs Kingdom ruleth over al; and is there 
Evil in a City, and the Lord hath nat done it? But it 
cannot rightly be called God's Ordinance : For God 
ints or ordains none to do Wrong, or to commit 
Injuſtice. For Rulers are appointed of God, not to he # 
Terror to goad Works, but to the evil, Rom. 13. 3. And 
be 4 the Miniſter f God to thee for Good, ver. 4. And 
thus I take it, that the Ordinance of God, in the ſecond 
Verſe, is explained by his being « Minifer of Gol to 
lee for Good, ver. 4. And from thence alſo the Apo- 
fo — 5 4 b eg, 8 ver. 5 8 
7 reeds be [ubjeft, not or Wrath, or 
Conſcience ſake. And ſo doth 20 other Apoſtle, 


Cs 
1 Pet. 2. 13. Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of "Mas 
for the Lord's ſake, whether it be to the K „ 4s 4 
or unto Governours, as thoſe that are ſent by bim, for h \ 
Puniſhment of evil Doers, and for the Praiſe of tbem that 4. 
well Wicked and unrighteous Governours may be 
the Miniſters of God's Providence and Ve to 
Men; but they cannot be the Ordinance of God, but e, 
as are Mimiſters of Good. They are appointed oi 
God only to that End, to miniſter good Judgment, WW, . 
and Juſtice, and not to do Wrong to any. For God 
himſelf is moſt juſt, righteous and holy; And al bi 
Ways are Tudgment ; a God of Truth, and without Tniquir 
ty, juſt and right u be, Deut. 32. 4. He # the Lord that 
doth exerciſe Loving-kindneſs, Fudgment and Righteou|- 
 weſs in the Earth; for in theſe things I delight, (ith 2 
Lord, Jer. 9. 24. And as he himſelf is, ſo he * 


+ 


ATED . 5 1 
ents. and iſters to | 
uſe their Power which he hath given T | 
an to what he bath enjoined, and to whache 
oth | 


oftentimes permit, and wiſely diſ- 
poſe of Gal ta 0 3s that thoſe that are J 


z0yernment, are lefr to be Dei Hagella, or Whips and 
Scourges to the World, for the ins of Men, He 
eayes Governours often to heir own Pride, and Fol- 
es, and Paſſions, or to the Delaſion of malicious and 
og — ay penn to 550 1 54 
udgment into orm- w 
a e EE Decrees. Thus he made uſe of thy 
ao as thy Res of. We nts ; jw iy er 
Nuri ion, and gave bim 


pocritical ai 
be People of bu Wrath, to take the Spo * * % 
0, and fo tried thews down Take the Mire of the Siet, 
Iſa. 0. 5. Such a Rod in his Hand now. is a potent 
Prines beyond the Seas, to aflict the Nations for their 


An ſuch u State of things, ir behotes all that 
add 8 whether Subjects of ſuch Govern- 
„ or others, co reflect upon their own Sins, 
which are che ring Cauſes of God's Anger, 
which he is provoked to deliver them into the 
of fierce and unrighteous Men, to rule oyer them 
ich Rigor, ve £0 to inflict Evils upon them. "And when 
hey look to God's Diſpenſation therein, they have 
Ada to ſay with the Church in Aicab, ch. 7.9. 1 will 
bear the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have fined 4” 
inſt bim. ud it is a loud Call unto Men to repent, 
to amend their ways, and turn unto the Lord, who 
zach for their Sins delivered them over into the Hands 
of ſuch, cruel Lords or Taskmaſters, that lay heavy 
upon them, not to be born. And when a Peo- 
pie in ſuch a Caſe cry unto the Lord in their Diſtreſs, 
and turn juno 25 he will turn bis Hand upon their Ad- 


B 4 ; verſaries, 


eth 
uſt 


Dy 


s 


| IS 5 5 Aaſtead of promgting that, it doth the quite con 


werſaries, and avenge them of their Enemies. If we 
 wonldall bear ten unto him, and walk in his ways, and 
If there were in us an Heart to love bim, it ſhould be well 
with us, and with our Children. And our Peace ſhould hy 
"48. River, and our Righteouſneſs, in the Fruits of i 

' "as the Waves of the Sea, Iſa. 48. 18. And the Effe# & 
it would be _Duietneſs and adage} ever, Iſa. 32. 1) 
But without this all the Efforts of Men to help them 

ſelves are like to be in vain: Or tho the Judgment be 
diverted for the preſent, it is like to return again, i 
tlie ſame or another way, till God hath obtained hi 
End upon Men, in their Reformation from, or L 


ſtruction for their Sins. Pe 
Feet it doth not follow from hence, but that all ja en 
Aer bodi may be uſed by Perſons in Diſtreſs, under ſuch Re/ 
unjuſt Oppreſſors, to ſave or deliver themſelves ; as re 
Man may uſe a Medicine againſt a Diſeaſe, tho it MI th 
God's Hand upon him. For as Diſeaſes: are in the rio 


Body Natural the Strokes of God's Hand, yet we 
ange not bound to bear them ſo, as not to ſeek a Re 
_ «medy, So are thoſe Diſeaſes in the Body politick, b 
Gods all wiſe and ſupreme Diſpoſe ; for the Remo 
+. eber all juſt and proper Remedies may be uſed it 
like manner and when ordinary and common Reme 
dies will nöt prevail, if the Diſeaſe be deſperats 
there müſt be Recourſe had to extraordinary, that thi 
Means may, if poſſible, anſwer the End. That Mi 
Lim of Tacitus is almoſt an Oracle, Res nolunt male ad 
. * miniſtrari: For tho it may be ſo for a while, it is ne 
lite to continue long, unleſs it be ſo over-rul'd for 
. "Puniſhment to a People, that hate to be reformed 
moſt certainly it is not God's Ordinance. | 
For all Government is ordained by God for Goo 
to them that are under it, for the promoting of thei 
Welfare and Happineſs, in Imitation of God's ow! 
* Government, which is always for-that End: And 


er 
. 


ae Anders 
my and which we hope our Pofterity will.gvq 
other this 


beithe better for. ) Whereas Any MW 
not have been, humanly | of things; bur % 
had 5uſt Cauſe dreadfolly to — 5 long enough} 


fore chis time, we muſt e been made @ Province! 
Fraxce, and ſhould hare been di of ous Righ 


2 and om 


on, would ey 
9 the Prot 
_ tance Religion, which they Hereſy, or: any 
thoſe Liberties which in u Chis Narion hl accomp 
= the ſame. This I ſay is not reaſonable to im 
no more than it is to ſuppoſe, that a Beaſt 
Ber would be 2 kind Guard or Preſerver of the int 
dent Sheep, or that a Wolf would leave off to won 
and tare e Flock, before he had firſt been ſatiat 
— 2 for chat juſt and right 4d 
2 now, eee, 
niftratios of Government, uthere- ever it obtai 
this is of God moſt certainly, but in another way : 
mammer than the former. This is not only by Gali 
Permiflion, or providential Diſpenſation; but it 
his poſitive Ordinance, and downright Appointml 
und Command, . and — 
Aſndtance and Bie „ that Princes and Gover 
ure endued with and Indlination to — 
ſuch a manner; and i is a great Bleſſing to a Pec 
when they are fo. And this is that at ber Senſe t 
may be given of the Words of the Text, By me K Hh 
_ reign, and Princes decree Fuſtice ; i. e. i dad fd s 


fing and Afliſtance, that they cou RM 
to. without his Direaion and d Tp thay war 
or, \ 


"ON Days, BED 
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An Aſſixe· Sermon. ay 
To govern rightly is a very hard thing, and re- | 
es great Skill, and Art, and Temper. And there 
IN ei The Paſſons an 

do naturally bear ſway in Mens own Breaſts ; 
ereby they pr ar ghrly enclindc abuſe — 
hey has; The Weakneſs of Mens Fudgments, by 
ich they are hindred from right of 
are apt to be ſeduced by evil Coun/ellors ; the 
Ambition of ſome after Domination and Rules 3 
etouſneſs and Extortion in others, to get Gain 
Turbulency and ill Nature chat is in ſome malicious 
its; and the exceeding Liableneſs of ſome Men 
NG Flatterers : Theſe and ſuch like thing 
ns many times to a juſt and right- 
— ſo that it is no ealy matter co ma- 
re the ſame. 
nd it is the Bleſſing of God ane Ge enables 
ernours to ſurmount and conquer theſe Difficul- 
chat gives them Skill to govern, and 22 

4 Hearts, and diſpoſeth and enclineth 

thereunto, Prov. 2. 6. E « the Land that giueth H 
5 aur of bs Mouth cometh Knowledge Underff an- 
g He giveth found Wiſdom to the Righteous, and be 
Buckler to them that walk uprightly. It is ſo in all 
es of 2 more private Nature, and much more in 


ad thus l have gone through the Five leads before 


Lind mow therefore tiow ſhould eur Projers be in- 
antly offered up to him, by whom Princes rule, 
he — always give unto the World ſuch good 
righteous Governours, as that under them we 
yl wiet and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs and He- 
Men — need of chis; but eſpeci 
ernours, Kings, and great Men, whoſe Wor 
t and arduous, and their Wa many. k 


28 An Aſſixe - Sermon. 
-Ttis difficult to govern mahy times in lower Sk 
ons; but much more States and Kingdoms, when 
there are Perſons of ſo many different Intereſts, t 
thwart and contradict one another, ſo that they d 
divers ways; and wherein there are commonly ſoma 
Men of corrupt Minds: As in all great Bodies of N 
3 will be petulant, proud, diſcontented, 
5 t, factious, delighting to rake in the Coals, 
0 foment Diviſions: What could poor Princes doi 
ver ſuch Men, without eſpecial Help and Di 
from God? And therefore we would pour out 
Prayers earneſtly for them; That God would gu 
them in their Counſels, give them a r of Wiſd 
and Government, and lead them in the ways of 
ice and Good ness. 90 
And when we have ſuch Governours, we ough 
ve God the Praiſe. thereof, and be exceeding that 
ful: Good Governours are a wonderful Bl 
Almighty God to the World. Every good Man 
-Bleffing to the Place where he is, tho in the moſt; 
vate Station. But good Governours, whoſe Influe: 
is extended far and wide, are as Gods among 
and ought to be greatly reverenced; and God i 
have the Praiſe thereof. 
Such a Governour we had by the great Blefling 
Almighty God, in our late King William of blel 
Memory; whom God was pleaſed to raiſe up, 
bleſs to be a Deliverer, and Saviour to this Narit 
to be the Defender of our Faith, the Patron of 
* Liberties, and the Preſerver of our Rights, agi 
the Inſults and Invaſions of violent Men, and a 
- .trary: Spirits; and his Name will always be had 
Honour among thoſe, that have a true Reſpect eit 
to our Religion, or Liberties. + N 
And when it pleaſed God to deprive us of, andi 
move from us that excellent Prince, It was his 


| 
* 
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ing to us, to ſettle upon the Throne her preſart 
efy, inveſted with a juſt Title to Government o- 
us, by à parliamentary Settlement, by the Conſent 
l che States of this Realm; and who hath ſnewed 
ſelf ever ſince her Acceffion to the Throne, to 
Lover of our Nation, and an Enemy to our Ene- 

, 4 zealous Maintainer of the Proteſtant Religi- 
and Church eſtabliſh'd among us; who hath ſnew-- 
great Moderation in her Government, and hath 
over us with Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, and 
given in her own Perſon an eminent Example to: 
Nation, of Piety and Vertu. „Se 
hat God would proſper her in her Government, 
that ſhe may long continue a Bleſſing to us, 
Id be our daily and importunate Prayer for her, 
for our ſelves, who are her Subjects. We have 


g no Invaſion of our Rights and Liberties, no aſ- 
ing Ying a Power to deſtroy our Laws, and to ſubvert 
Man Conſtitution, no proſecuting of any for meer 
moſt ble and ſubmiſlive Petitions, for redreſs of Grievan- 
Influeg no arming of our Enemies, or the Enemies of our 
1g ion, no putting of unqualified Perſons by meer 
od ht into Places and Offices, no extorting of Mo- 


from the Subjects contrary to Right, no violating 
Freedom of Election of Parliaments, no exceflive 
or Eines, no illegal and cruel Puniſhments in 
of Judicature; which we cannot be without 1 
Remembrance of in a former Reign. But all our 
Rights are preſerved, Property maintained, the 
Woliſh'd Religion defended and encouraged, and the 
hath its free Courſe; which are ineſtimable 
Wings, and which we now ſo happily continue to 
dy, by means of our Revolution, under the bleſ- 
Government of our gracious Queen; whom God 
> preſerve, to be an Inſtrument of more laſting 


d to us ſtill, till all her and our Enemies, as proud 
, „ 


wn) 
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8 are, be made to ſubmit themſelves, to he 

. 

Mea, that are or the Acc 
of theſe great Eds. 

I have now only one thing more to add, wiz. t 

as Governours, of what Degree foever, have t 
Power one way or. other from God, and are his( 
dinante; fo they certainly. to think tchemſel 
_ obliged to act for God, and to his Honour eſpecial 
by curbing of Sin, ſupprefling Wickedneſs and V. 

and ſetting forward a publick Reformation from 
thoſe 4 ne _ — their — 
ledge, to t egree of Power, that 
Rn bens. hom. and fo alſo to aſſiſt 
enco thoſe that are engaged in this bleſſed W 
within their proper Bounds. 

We are bound to ſerve the Lord our God, With 
aur Soul, with all our Mind, and with all our Might 
Strength. And how do Men do this, if when d 

have Might and Power, they do not lay it out 
His Honour, and in his Cauſe, and in the Caul: 
Religion, as they ought to do? All Men h 
forme Power to do this, but Magiſtrates have Pol 
er and Talents peculiar to themſelves in ſev: 
| in their ſeveral Places and Stations, ab 
what. they have in common with other Men ; 
therefore they have Power to do more than ott 
And what Account will they give of this their Ta 
of Power, that they are above others intruſted \ 
if they unprofitably hide their Talent in a Nap 
and do not lay it out for God, in the uſe of all 
Power they have? And when they have Powe! 
correct Vice, and to put a Stop to Ungodlineſs 
Sins of ſeveral kinds, which bring ſach Diſhono 
the Name of Almighty God, and provoke hin 


pour down his Judgments upon a People or Nat 


> 
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„ ne e 8 up” Sip oy pin | 
Dead or their Country er, as che OUgAT © By we 
ee ond, eee eee che Propher 
ch, the Land ſoall mourn,” Mi, urito. lum hat 
. inue until Night, till Wine enflame them For, ers- 
and Wine, and nem Wine, take away the Heart; and 
zrefore God will 1 them for their Ways. And 
t how are theſe things commonly done, and known 
be done, and many that have Power to ſuppreſs 
em, take no notice of them, but do themſelves alſo 
any of them commit theſe Abominations? Nay, 
d not only do the ſame, but have Pleaſure in them that do 
m. Theſe things, my Brethren, ought not to 


But all you, that are the Miniſters of God upon 
xrth, are ſent by him, to be Revengers, to execute 
ath upon them that do evil. And if you negle& your 
, or falſify your Truſt, you will provoke him to 
| 2 ſame upon you. And he can do it: For you 
to conſider, i little things to God, even 
greateſt of you all * 
hut as all ſnould loge God and ſeek his Honour; ſo 
are to love our Neighbour alſo, and to do right 

Wo all Men; that Judgment may run down as Waters, 
| Righteouſneſs a+ 4 mizhty Stream, For in theſe things 
o the Lord doth delight, And this depends very 
ch upon you, that are to be Jurors and Witneſſes in 
zuſes between Man and Man. For let Judges be 
rer ſo upright in judging, yet if Furies bring in 
ong Verdicts for Favour or ion to the one 
ry, or through Hatred or Malice againſt the other, 
reſpect the Perſons more than the Cauſe ; or if 
tneſſes give . Evidence, to ſeduce them in their 
rdicts, id is almoſt impoſſible then but that Judgment 
t be turned into Gall and Wormwood indeed, and 
Nan mult be deprived of their Rights, which 3 
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